
Private Boater Ohiopyle Falls Access Guidelines  
 

1. Prior to launching for each falls run, all boaters must register at the Lower 

Youghiogheny Launch Window on SR 381 unless otherwise posted.  A launch 

permit, governed by the private boater quota reservation system, is required during 

applicable periods.    

2. Water Level must be 1.80 feet or below on the USGS Gage at the Lower 

Youghiogheny Launch in Ohiopyle.  

3. Using the Lower Youghiogheny Launch to take-out is prohibited.  The falls becomes the 

first rapid in the loop and boaters shall continue down river and take-out either at the Loop 

Take-Out on Ferncliff or Bruner Run Take-Out.  

4. Runs over the falls will be permitted:  April 1st through the weekend before 

Thanksgiving with the last permit issued or sold 45 minutes prior to end of the 

posted office hours.  

5. Access (put-in) will be from the river right shore only (Ferncliff side). Boaters 

access the river right put in via Ferncliff trail. The put-in is marked with a sign and is 

located downstream of the buoy line anchor points.  Access will be prohibited from 

the Falls Day-Use Area (river left) except during Falls Running Events governed by 

Special Activities Agreements.   

6. Boaters are prohibited from running Ohiopyle Falls alone (solo boater/party of one).  

Minimum group size is three.  2nd or 3rd boaters do not have to run the falls and is/are 

included for the minimum group size for providing safety from shore (above or below) or 

boat (below) the falls.   Shore safeties shall wear a PFD, helmet and have a throw bag to 

effectively execute a rescue. 

7. Only single and double occupancy kayaks and canoes designed and fully 

outfitted for whitewater use are permissible.  Unguided Liveries/Rental Craft are 

prohibited. Rafts are prohibited.   

8. Boaters may scout the falls from beyond the warning signs during open hours 

but must wear PFD and helmet at all times. 

 

 

 

 

 


