
 

 

2010 Ohiopyle Over the Falls Festival Wrap-Up 

By Barry Adams 

Event Coordinator 

 

We had a beautiful day on August 21, 2010 and a good time was had by both paddlers and 

spectators. Let’s get to the main reason for this event however. 

 

After many years of discussions and proposals with the Bureau of Parks (BOP) limited access to 

Ohiopyle Falls was finally granted on August 13, 2010, just eight days before we confirmed our 

scheduled date for this years Festival. On August 22, 2010 private boater access started since it 

became illegal to run the falls in 1965. It was fitting that Jeff Snyder made the first legal run 

under the new pilot program given that Jeff has run the Falls more than any paddler during the 

last 12 years we have held this event. 

 

A lot of people, from community paddlers to the staff of American Whitewater, worked on this 

issue, too many to list. However, we would like to thank the former Ohiopyle Park Manager, 

John Hallas, for his work and support of this issue. In appreciation, of his effort we are renaming 

the John Oliver Cup (Race Cup) to the John Hallas Cup. In addition, access would not have been 

possible if the BOP did not get the support from various politicians listed in our Ohiopyle 

Support Brief dated May 7, 2010. 

 

Remember, this is a pilot program. PLEASE abide by the guidelines and DON’T mess this 

up for other boaters. We will keep you updated on any new developments regarding access on 

our web site: www.FallsRace.com. Please review the guidelines if you are going to run the Falls. 

 

It is important that everyone realize that running this waterfall should be for experienced 

boaters only. Running this class IV waterfall has all the potential hazards involved with 

any other class IV rapid. Safety at the base of the falls is limited and other boaters can only 

offer assistance when you wash out from under the falls. In some cases paddlers have been 

held under for a long time. It is important to note that after watching numerous runs over 

the falls there can be a significant difference in a level of 1.7 and 1.8. As with some rapids a 

small change in CFS can make a significant difference which is the case with Ohiopyle 

Falls. As with any whitewater activity you are responsible for judging your own capabilities 

and for your own safety. If you do not have the experience to run the falls please do not 

attempt to do so and make sure the water level is appropriate for your ability. 

 

AUGUST 21, 2010 FESTIVAL 

 

This year’s event went very well. Some of the results of the competition are as follows: 

 

Sprint Races 

Overall Winner of the Hallas Cup was Geoff Calhoun (24) of Bethesda Maryland, who won 

for the fifth year in a row. Geoff Calhoun is one of the top Wildwater (Downriver Race) racers in 

the US and a former member of the US National Wildwater Team. Geoff is the only boater to 

run this race in less than 1 minute. Erika Smith of Confluence, PA had the fastest time in the 

Women's division. Erika is the owner of Riversport in Confluence, PA. 
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FreeStyle 

Overall Winner of the Jeff Snyder Cup was Adam Johnson of Warrenton, Virginia. Adam 

can be seen in a number of videos throughout the country and was also the winner of this event 

in 2008. 

 

Complete results are on the Web site. 

 

We had participants from all over the country. Most paddlers are content not to enter any 

competition and just see how many times they can go over the Falls. Even though this year’s 

event was only confirmed a week before almost 250 boaters participated. The water level was 

1.69 and stayed at that level through out the event. The first horseshoe ledge took a number of 

paddlers and pummeled them into submission as it has in the past. If you got trapped in the ledge 

almost everyone had to swim out. We had a town party sponsored by Laurel Highlands Outdoor 

Center with a terrific band, Hafltime String Band. The Falls are magnificent during the day but 

look even better when lit up at night. 

 

Next year’s event will be held on August 20, 2011. Now that we have access and if it will 

continue I hope to make this event more of a competition, get more sponsors and increase the 

price money. If you would like to be a sponsor of this event, or know someone who might, 

please contact me. We would like to thank the Corps of Engineers, which aids us in achieving 

the appropriate water level for this event. It takes a lot of work to put an event together like this. I 

would like to recognize those that make this event happen. 

 

COMMITTEE 

Event Coordinator and AW representative: Barry Adams (that’s me) 

Moral Support: Barry Tuscano (Father of this event) and Race and Safety 

Safety Director: Mike McCarty 

Web-Site Coordinator: Matt Muir (Outstanding Web Site) 

Town Liaison and Party Sponsor: Mark McCarty (Laurel Highlands Outdoor Center) 

Park Liaison: John Hallas (Park Manger) Stacie Faust (Acting Park Manager) 

PA Organization for Watersheds and Rivers: Jon Meade 

River Flows: Terry Palmor 

Corps of Engineers: Bob Yue, Megan Gottlieb 

Freestyle Judging – Jason Rigby, Erika Smith 

Timing: Erin Bethea Coordinator – Pat Norton, Kitty Tuscano 

PA Announcer: Gary McCormick 

Cup Designs: Chuck Stump 

Boxes (fine art): Mykl Messer 

On-site Entertainment and Official Host: Jeff Snyder 

Site Set-up: Tables and Chairs Volunteer Fire Department 

On Site Registration: Erin Bethea and a boat load of volunteers 

Treasurer, Pre-Registration, Promotion, T-shirts, Entertainment, Sponsors etc: That would also 

be me. Hey, I could use some help here. I need to get a life? 
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It is difficult to recognize just one or two persons since everyone did a great job but Matt Muir 

(RivieraRatt) once again doing the Web site and Mike McCarty on Safety worked very hard on 

this event. 

 

Of course this event would not be possible without volunteers for safety and administration. I 

know these jobs can be tedious at times but we really need everyone’s help. Basically, this is 

where I make my plea to pre-register and volunteer specifically for safety. 

 

I hope everyone had a good time. Let me know the good and bad regarding this event and any 

suggestions you may have for future events. I particularly want to hear from anyone that would 

like to help with this event. It really can be a lot of fun to help out. Email: bj2adams@juno.com 

Just in case you did not know the proceeds from this event go to American Whitewater, 

Ohiopyle Stewart Volunteer Fire Co and Friends of Ohiopyle. 

 

Ohiopyle Adventure Photography is the official photographer of the event and has the 

concession with the Park. They sell pictures on a disk and prints, which you can do a number of 

things with. You can contact them at Ohiopyle at the old Dairy Queen on Rt 381 or at 412-558-

0274: customerservice@outdooradventurephoto.com. All the pictures are on the web site of 

http://adventurephoto.exposuremanager.com/g/2010_falls_racegallery 

Ohiopyle Adventure Photography is offering professional photography services for those boaters 

running the Falls from August 22 - Sept 5! Please call Nikki at the above number to arrange to 

have a photographer there for your runs. Please notify them 48 hours in advance to make 

appropriate arrangements. 

 

Most importantly I would like to thank our major sponsors: Pennsylvania Organization for 

Watersheds and Rivers (POWR), and American Whitewater. There were numerous other 

sponsors. Check out the sponsor list on our Web site. If you would like to be a sponsor of this 

event contact me. 

 

See you next year. 


