
 

 

Ohiopyle Over the Falls Festival August 18, 2012 
Wrap-up By Festival Coordinator Barry Adams 

 
We had a beautiful day and a good time was had both by paddlers and spectators. Some of the 
results of the competition are as follows: 
 
Falls Sprint Race 
Overall Winner of the Hallas Cup and $300 was Geoff Calhoun (26) of Bethesda Maryland. 
Geoff is no stranger to this event and has won first prize numerous times. Geoff Calhoun is one 
of the top Wildwater (Downriver Race) racers in the US and a former member of the US 
National Wildwater Team. Geoff is the only boater ever to finish this race in less than 1 minute. 
Jason Beakes came in second ($200) and has been in the top 5 for the last 7 years. Rounding up 
the top three cash prizes was Steve Kaufman, age 43 ($100), who placed in the top three in the 
first years of this race and won it in 2001. Just goes to show, you don't have to be a young gun to 
be fast. Only 6 seconds separated the top three racers so you can see where one wrong move can 
cost you the race. Kara Weld, of Morgantown WV, had the fastest time in the Women's 
division. Kara is one of the owners of Immersion Research, which produces many great 
whitewater products. Kara has won this event a number of times.  
 
FreeStyle 
Overall Winner of the Jeff Snyder Cup and $300 was Todd Baker of Dillsburg, PA. Todd 
came in second as a 15-year-old in 2002 and has not been back until this year. Rounding out the 
top three were Bobby Miller of Charles Town WV ($200), and Brenton Petrillo of York, PA 
($100). 
  
Complete results are on the Web site. 
 
We had about 200 participants from all over the country. Most paddlers are content not to enter 
any competition and just see how many times they can go over the Falls. The water level was 
1.67 and stayed at that level throughout the event. The first horseshoe ledge took a number of 
paddlers and pummeled them into submission, as it has in the past. If you got trapped in the 
ledge you had to swim out. We had a great town party sponsored by Laurel Highlands Outdoor 
Center with a terrific band, The Agway Shoplifters. The Falls are magnificent during the day but 
look even better when lit up at night. 
 
The event will be back on August 16, 2014—better than ever. I hope to make this event more of 
a competition, get more sponsors and increase the price money. We are also considering a Giant 
Slalom course above the Falls along with other events. If you would like to be a sponsor of this 
event, or know someone who might, please contact me. We would like to thank the Corps of 
Engineers, which aids us in achieving the appropriate water level. It takes a lot of work to put an 
event together like this. I would like to recognize those that make this happen. 
 
COMMITTEE 
Event Coordinator and AW representative: Barry Adams  
Moral Support: Barry Tuscano (Father of this event)  
Safety Director: Mike McCarty—Also Pat Norton and Neal Dana 



 

 

Web-Site Coordinator: Matt Muir (Outstanding Web Site) 
Town Liaison and Party Sponsor: Mark McCarty (Laurel Highlands Outdoor Center) 
Park Liaison: Jim Juran (Park Manger)  
PA Organization for Watersheds and Rivers: Joshua Karns 
Corps of Engineers: Bob Yue (Thanks for the water level) 
Freestyle Judging: Scott Patton and Rob Rosenberger  
Timing: Erin Bethea, Maureen Patton, Pat Norton, Barry Tuscano, Carl Erb, Nick Ross, Neal 
Dana 
PA Announcer: Gary McCormick 
Cup Designs: Chuck Stump 
Boxes (fine art): Mykl Messer 
On-site Entertainment and Official Host: Jeff Snyder 
Site Set-up: Carl Erb - Tables and Chairs: Ohiopyle Stewart Volunteer Fire Co. 
On-site Registration: Erin Bethea and a boatload of volunteers 
T-Shirts- American Eagle Screen  
It is difficult to recognize just one or two persons since everyone did a great job but Matt Muir 
(Ratt Boy) once again doing the Web site and Mike McCarty on Safety worked very hard on this 
event. 
 
Of course this event would not be possible without the many volunteers for safety and 
administration. I know these jobs can be tedious at times but we really need everyone’s help. 
Basically, this is where I make my plea to volunteer, specifically for safety. 
 
I hope everyone had a good time. Let me know the good and bad regarding this event and any 
suggestions you may have for future events. I particularly want to hear from anyone that would 
like to help with this event. It really can be a lot of fun to help out. Email: bj2adams@juno.com 
Just in case you did not know the proceeds from this event go to American Whitewater, 
Ohiopyle Stewart Volunteer Fire Co., and Friends of Ohiopyle. 
 
Ohiopyle Adventure Photography is the official photographer of the event and has the 
concession with the Park. They sell pictures on a disk and prints, which you can do a number of 
things with. You can contact them at Ohiopyle at the old Dairy Queen on Rte. 381 or at 412-558-
0274, or customerservice@outdooradventurephoto.com. All the pictures are on the web site at: 
http://adventurephoto.exposuremanager.com/g/falls . 
Ohiopyle Adventure Photography is offering professional photography services for those boaters 
running the Falls. Please call Nikki at the above number 48 hours in advance to arrange to have a 
photographer there for your runs. 


